WLAN 

The Wireless Local Area Network

The most recent technological advancement for general access to information is now being considered for use within our schools.  However, the Wireless Local Area Network, commonly known as WLAN, is readily distinguishable from previous generation computer or information access systems by virtue of the fact that the WLAN is an ultra-high frequency, (UHF), radiation emissive communication means.


Radiation emission is essential to the functioning of the WLAN.  By contrast, wired computers and computer networks do not require high frequency radiation to function.  The UHF radiation emitting nature of the WLAN nodes place them squarely amidst the ongoing scientific research investigation of the biological effects of microwave radiation emitting devices.


It is generally accepted in the scientific community that exposure to and absorption of high-frequency radiation, such as that emitted by cell phones, portable phones, and WLANs may result in undesirable biologic effects in humans.  In some instances, as has been reported in the scientific literature, the biological effects may be deleterious and possibly lead to irreparable damage to humans.


The published scientific literature indicates that the level of UHF/microwave radiation to which humans may be safely exposed is not yet known.  WLANs emit radiation at levels that are in excess of those that have been reported to cause biological damage to human cells.


It is readily understood that the WLAN may initially appear as an attractive alternative to hard-wired terminal systems.  However, in view of the existing published, peer-reviewed literature basis, which extends to hundreds of studies covering forty or more years, we must conclude that implementing this emerging information tool in its present configuration within a classroom environment is not prudent.


We are further concerned at the prospect that there may be created a long-term liability unless the system providers indemnify the school district against all future claims of injury related to WLAN radiation exposures that occur while students, faculty, staff, or administrators were/are exposed.


Our understanding is that educational systems exist for the express purpose of educating children placed in their care by parents and guardians who do not anticipate that that care will include exposure of their children to potentially harmful biological agents. 


We urgently request that our administrators will not fall victim to marketing ploys or unsubstantiated claims of safety.  We further propose that prior to any determination to deploy a WLAN within our school systems, a full disclosure of known biological effects resulting from radiation exposures, which WLAN users may be expected to encounter, will be made by the WLAN system providers and to all parents and guardians to effect an informed consent.


In summation, we propose that in conformance with the aforementioned indemnity, the WLAN service providers should further represent that the scientific research basis is developed to the extent that all possible mechanisms of physical interaction of the WLAN are known.  Anything short of such a representation must be justification for determining that implementing a WLAN at this time is premature and relegates those exposed to the status of experimental test subject.


Instead, let us first become certain that the district has fulfilled its primary function, which is to educate.  The time for the WLAN has not yet arrived.

